
Supporting and Informing Coast Guard Artists  

     Thirty-eight works by 27 artists 
were accepted into the Coast Guard 
Art Programôs (COGAP) permanent 
collection during the annual ac-
ceptance ceremony July 7 at the 
Salmagundi Club in New York 
City.  Rear Adm. Megan Dean, 
Coast Guard director of governmen-
tal and public affairs, accepted the 
new works on behalf of the service.  
Capt. Zeita Merchant, commanding 
officer of Coast Guard Sector New 
York, served as the evening's mas-
ter of ceremonies.       
     Debra Keirce of Broadlands,  

Va.,  was the recipient of the 
George Gray Award for Artistic 
Excellence.  Her oil painting 
ñDebris cleanup in Hawaiiò shows 
a Coast Guard service member re-
moving fishnets and debris that 
cause damage to the ecosystem and 
marine life and pose safety hazards 
to ships.   
é..This best-in-show work, an ex-
ceptional piece among the many 
outstanding works in the 2022 col-
lection, also heralds the Serviceôs  
underreported work in remediating  
damage to marine life.  As well it  

reflects Keirceôs devotion to 17th 
century art and classical realism. 
     The 2022 collection vividly por-
trays the myriad missions of the 
Coast Guard.  Among these are the 
many training exercises that make 
the Coast Guard Semper Paratusð
always ready, illegal drug interdic-
tion, environmental and marine life 
protection, aids to navigation, work-
ing dogs of the Service and daring 
search and rescue missions including 
ones of stranded canines.  
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Coast Guard and Salmagundi Club officials and Coast Guard Art Program (COGAP) artists gather for a photo at the 2022 COGAP 
art acceptance ceremony on July 7 at the Salmagundi Club in New York City. They are (left to right) Coast Guard Rear Adm. John 
Mauger, COGAP artists Debra Keirce, Daven Anderson, Kirk Larsen, Karen Loew, Coast Guard Capt. Zeita Merchant, and Rear 
Adm. Megan Dean, COGAP artists Ken Stetz, Susanne Corbelletta, Kathleen Denis, Amy DiGi, Elizabeth Whelan, Stephen Rob-
erson and George Cavallo and Salmagundi Club Chairman of the Board Nick Dawes. 



(continued from page one) 

The art was on display at the Salmagundi Club from 
July 5 through July 15, 2022. 
    Rear Adm. Megan Dean accepted the new works on 
behalf of the Coast Guard and expressed her profound 
thanks to COGAP artists and the programôs many sup-
porters including the Navy League, the Salmagundi 
Club and the Coast Guard itself.  She noted that 2022 
marked the 41th anniversary of COGAP.  ñSince the 
program's inception,ò she said, ñartists in their stunning 
works of art have volunteered their time and talent to 
capture the vital contributions the U.S. Coast Guard 
makes to our nation."  
    She also paid homage to the invaluable contributions 
of deceased COGAP artists John Deckert, Dr. Myron 
IMike) Mazer and Sharon Way-Howard who passed 
away earlier.  Deckertôs son and Way-Howardôs hus-
band and son were in attendance.  Several works by 
these revered artists were on view.  Rear Adm. Dean 
also noted the passing of Chris Nunnally, Salmagundi 
Clubôs director of operations and retired Rear Adm. 
Robert Lunney, a leader of the New York Council of 
the Navy League.  Both were esteemed supporters of 
the Coast Guard and COGAP.   
 

 

The Easel is produced by the Community Relations Branch of the 
Office of External Outreach and Heritage (CG-0923). 
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     The admiral was joined in praise of COGAP and its 
artists by Salmagundi Club Chairman of the Board 
Nick Dawes and emcee Capt. Zeita Merchant.  The 
captain noted that Coast Guard art was on display at 
Sector New York and often exhibited for special 
events. 
     President of the New York Council of the Navy 
League Capt. Frank Russo, U.S. Navy (ret.) added his 
thanks to COGAPôs talented corps of artists and under-
scored Navy League support of the program and the 
Coast Guard.  The council hosted this yearôs reception, 
an event it has generously sponsored over the years. 
     Karen Loew, Salmagundi Club COGAP committee 
chair and member artist, advised those attending to 
take a close look at the art.  She pointed out that it  
ñembraces the essence of the Coast Guard which is 
that of service to our country and those who live here.ò    
    Contributors to this yearôs collection are Daven An-
derson, St. Louis, Mo.; C. R. ñBobò Bryant, Cape Ned-
dick, Maine; George Cavallo, Renton, Wash.; Susanne 
Corbelletta, Glen Head, N.Y.; Kathleen Denis, Palm 
Beach Shores, Fla.; Amy DiGi, Yorktown Heights, 
N.Y.; Frank Gaffney, Mountlake Terrace, Wash.; San-
dra Hart, Arlington Heights, Ill.; Don Hatcher, New-
port, Wash.; Tom Hedderich, Westtown, N.Y.; Kristin 
Hosbein, St. Joseph, Mich.; Richard Johnson, formerly 
of Mt. Airy, Md., and now in Aberfoyle, Scotland; 
Daniel Coolbrith Jones, Arroyo Grande, Calif.; Debra 
Keirce, Broadlands, Va.; Kirk Larsen, Hicksville, 
N.Y.; Karen Loew, New York, N.Y.; Priscilla Messner
-Patterson, Post Falls, Idaho; Jim Richards, Salem, 
Ore.; Stephen Roberson, Arlington, Va.; J. C. ñJimò 
Smith, McMinnville, Ore.; Ken Smith, Pulaski, Va.; 
Ken Stetz, Collegeville, Penn.; MST2 Thomas Unger, 
Key West, Fla.; Leendert van der Pool, Brooklyn, 
N.Y.; PO1 Jorge Vega, Juneau, Alaska; John Ward, 
Saranac Lake, N.Y.; and Elizabeth Whelan, Ed-
gartown, Mass.  
     COGAP artistsô works from previous collections 
were also on view at the Salmagundi Club.  The artists 
were Del Bourree Bach, Mystic, Conn.; James Consor, 
New York, N.Y.; James Dyekman, Chesapeake, Md.; 
Louis Stephen Gadal, Los Angeles, Calif.; PA2 Cory 
Mendenhall, Brooklyn, N.Y.; Dino Sistilli, Woodbury, 
N.J.;  and Chuck Van Horn, Glen Head, N.Y.; and 
with residences as noted above, Daven Anderson, C.R. 
ñBobò Bryant, Susanne Corbelletta. Amy DiGi, Tom 
Hedderich, Debra Keirce, Kirk Larsen, Karen Loew, 
Ken Smith, Leendert van der Pool, and John Ward. 
     The 2022 collection will be on display at Federal 
Hall National Memorial from July 19 through Septem-
ber 12, 2022 and then from mid-September through 
October at the Union League Club.  Both venues are in 
Manhattan.. 

Debra Keirce of Broadlands, Va., was the recipient of 
the George Gray Award for Artistic Excellence.  Her 
oil painting ñDebris cleanup in Hawaiiò shows a 
Coast Guard service member removing fishnets and 
debris that cause damage to the ecosystem and marine 
life and pose safety hazards to ships.   



Honor, Respect, Devotion to Duty: 
Debra Keirce Wins 2022George Gray Award 

for ñDebris cleanup in Hawaiiò 
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Artist Debra Keirce holds the George Gray Award for Ar-
tistic Excellence which she was presented July 7, 2022 by 
Coast Guard Rear Adm. Megan Dean.  Nick Dawes, Sal-
magundi Club Chairman, joins in recognizing the artist. 
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